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They see error everywhere and attempt to avoid it,
and hope that in doing so they will find the truth.
Truth for them indeed always lies between two
extremes. By criticising everything they consider
extreme, they experience the feeling of being virtu-
ous and moderate and good. This method helps
them in avoiding painful and difficult processes of
thought and in having to put forward constructive
ideas. Capitalism, some of them vaguely feel, has
riot wholly succeeded in Europe and is in trouble;
on the other hand Socialism is obviously bad,
because it attacks vested interests/'
And that was the attitude to Socialism of a body
of men who regarded themselves and were regarded
by others as reasonably intelligent. There is little
wonder that Nehru's bombshell of the coming of
Socialism was regarded with trepidation by those
who feared it and as nonsensical prattle by those
who did not even know what Socialism stood for.
About the same time as Nehru made this brilliant
presidential address, I happened to be reciting a few
old Oxford epigrams to the Rotary Club of Bombay,
heading my address *' The Problem of the Younger
Generation/' A few days past and a cousin of
mine sent me a cutting from a newspaper in Lahore
which is read widely in the North of India. The
leader column was headed "Clouds and Sense/' It
began : "One descends with relief from the journey
in the clouds with Pandid Jawaharlal Nehru to terra